
The
Masonic

     Bulletin

April 2020

 Published since 1918 by the Masonic Bodies of Canton, Ohio
“Building our Future Together”

Vol. 102 No. 4

Holy Week 2020
Sunday, April 5Sunday, April 5Sunday, April 5Sunday, April 5Sunday, April 5ththththth

Palm SundayPalm SundayPalm SundayPalm SundayPalm Sunday

Wednesday, April 8Wednesday, April 8Wednesday, April 8Wednesday, April 8Wednesday, April 8ththththth

Passover Begins at SundownPassover Begins at SundownPassover Begins at SundownPassover Begins at SundownPassover Begins at Sundown

Friday, April 10Friday, April 10Friday, April 10Friday, April 10Friday, April 10ththththth

Good FridayGood FridayGood FridayGood FridayGood Friday

Wednesday, April 22nd

Earth Day

Friday, April 24th

Arbor Day
Sunday, April 12Sunday, April 12Sunday, April 12Sunday, April 12Sunday, April 12ththththth

Easter SundayEaster SundayEaster SundayEaster SundayEaster Sunday

21st Masonic District Inspection Schedule. Page 9

A Revelation in Lodge Attendance. Page11
16th Annual Oyster Lodge and Dinner. Page 11

Letter to all Readers. Page 2

The Lost Symbol,” Masonic 8 Myths Decoded. Page 13



THE MASONIC BULLETIN April, 2020Page 2

Letter to all Readers
My Brethren, today we are living in difficult times with this

Coronavirus COVID-19 sweeping across and infecting the whole
world. It seems to be most dangerous to the age group that Masonry
depends on  I’m sure you have been following this pandemic on the
news media, but many of you do not use the internet to communicate
with your brethren as Grand Lodge now does. To many of you, the
Masonic Bulletin brings the lodge communication you depend on for
Masonic news and information. We take this task very seriously and
try our best to inform you of activities happening in your lodges and
the Masonic family in your area. Plus we have a duty to those who have
chosen to advertise in this publication.

The April issue of this Masonic Bulletin was almost completed and
ready for printing 24 hours before the Grand Lodge directive was
issued across the entire state of Ohio. Therefore it was determined to
publish the April Masonic Bulletin as it was intended with these
additional pages to alert you of the Grand Master’s Letter as shown on
the next page of this issue.

Grand Master, Most Worshipful Brother, Keith W. Newton, has
effectively shut down all Masonic functions until Sunday, May 10th

2020; Mother’s Day! This means everything including inspections,
Stated Meetings, special events, appendent bodies meetings and so on.
All Masonic functions are cancelled! Everything is shut down for the
safety of the fraternity members and their families until Sunday, May
10th 2020. If any, further details will be published in the May Masonic
Bulletin to keep you informed. Yes! There will be a May, Masonic
Bulletin printed and delivered to you.

Please read the Grand Master’s letter shown on the next page; and
head all warnings issued by the President of the United States, news
media and your health provider. We will defeat this thing and come out
stronger than we were before COVID-19 attacked this country.

Take care, God Bless and we will talk again and see you in lodge in
the near future.

Masonic Bulletin Staff
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KEITH W. NEWTON
GRAND MASTER

144 ORCHARD ROAD
WilMINGTON, OHIO 45177

(937) 725-6483
gm@freemason.com

March 16, 2020

Brethren All,

Effectively immediately, I declare all Lodge activities, including but not limited to Stated
Meetings, Annual Inspections, Ceremonies, Grand Master Receptions, the Grand
Masters Class event and Special Meetings of all Ohio Lodges holding allegiance
under the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Ohio to be CANCELLED
through May 10, 2020. The following directives will support continued business during
this period where meetings are restricted:

        All usual and customary bills for utilities, taxes, and services acted upon by the
        Lodge can be approved with consent of the Worshipful Master, Senior Warden,
       Junior Warden, Secretary and Treasurer during this period. Phone or email are
       acceptable modes of communication and should be recorded by the Secretary.
      No Lodge will be disciplined for not meeting the minimum required meetings
        according to our Code this Masonic year due to this national pandemic.

“Step Into The Light” Brethren. I suggest you use your time now to promote and care for
each other. Call your Lodge brethren and widows to lend a hand. Even if we are not
able to visit with each other, we can drop off any needed groceries or prescriptions
where needed. The time is now more than ever to live our tenets of Brotherly Love,
Relief and Truth.

This letter applies to all Masonic lodges, their craft clubs, committees, Temple
Companies, social events, and district associations. These guidelines and directives
apply to all Ohio Masons including appendent Ohio Masonic orders.

We will continue to provide regular updates to these guidelines as changes develop.
Meetings and events will be rescheduled at a future time.

Fraternally,

Keith W. Newton
Grand Master
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Canton Lodge No. 60,  F. & A. M.
Derek E. Netzly (330) 224-6144 ......... W.M
Michael E. Emery (330) 418-5126 ........... S.W.
Terry M.Selby (330) 546-4234 .......... J.W.
Gary J. Dressler (330) 833-8219 ............ Sec.
James Lewers (330) 425-7075 ..........Tyler

Mailing address
836 Market Ave. North

Canton, OH 44702-1021
Visit our web site at: www.cantonfreemasons.com

TRESTLE BOARD

canton60freemasons.com | facebook.com/canton60freemasons
Derek E. Netzler, W.M.

Wed., April 1 – April Fools Day
                          7:30 p.m. - Stated Meeting, Lodge Inspection
                                            Master Mason Degree
Sun., April 5 – Palm Sunday
Sun April 8 – Passover Begins at Sundown
Fri., April 10 - Good Friday
Sun., April 12 – Easter Sunday
Wed., April 22 – Earth Day
Fri., April 24 – Arbor Day
Sat., April 25, 7:00 a.m. - Sausage Biscuit and Gravy breakfast

Greetings Brothers! Canton No. 60 Inspection is almost here! Our Inspection
will be on April 15th in the Master Mason Degree. I want to thank our Officers
and Fellow Craft Team for their dedication and hard work during our practices.

Saturday, April 25th Canton No. 60 will be holding a Sausage Gravy and
Biscuit Breakfast.  Breakfast will start at 7:00 a.m. until 10:00 a.m.  All proceeds
will go to the Masonic Association to help preserve our beautiful Temple
Building.

We are rapidly approaching our 200th Anniversary. 2021 will be our Lodge’s
200th Anniversary, what a great milestone for our lodge.  We need your help
in planning and organizing the events and activities. There are a lot of things
to yet to be done and you can make an impact. If you would like to be a part
of this please contact Worshipful Brother Mike Emery or myself.

Please keep all of our sick and distressed brethren in your thoughts and
prayer.

Fraternally,
Derek Netzly, Worshipful Master

D & J Handyman Services
A Senior Serving Seniors

*Install Assist Bars, Hand Rails, Ramps”
Minor Electrical, Plumbing Repairs

Bro. Don Mellen            (330) 418-0346
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TRESTLE BOARD

Visit our web site at: www.cantonfreemasons.com

David V. Perry (330) 495-8861 ....... W.M.
James E. Seelye (330) 754-7355 ....... S.W.
Kyke Arce (585) 812-9006 ........ J.W.
Terry L. Rundquist (330) 492-2574 ........ Sec.
Roger D. Evans (330) 309-6958 .......... Tyler

Mailing  address:
836 Market  Ave. North
Canton, OH 44702-1021

Wm. McKinley Lodge No. 431, F. & A. M.

David V. Perry, W.M.

Wed., April 1 – April Fools Day
Sun., April 5 – Palm Sunday
Sun April 8 – Passover Begins at Sundown
Fri., April 10 - Good Friday, by-laws, No Meeting
Sun., April 12 – Easter Sunday
Fri., April 17, 7:00 p.m. – Fellow Craft & Officers Meeting
Wed., April 22 – Earth Day
Fri., April 24 – Arbor Day
                           7:30 p.m. – Stated Meeting
Mon., April 27, 7:00 p.m. – Fellow Craft & Officers Meeting

Hello brethren! Spring is upon us and the Masonic Year is flying by. I would
like to say thank you to all of my Officers for an excellent job at our Annual
Inspection. Those of you who were able to attend, thank you as well. We are
upon some very trying times with this health epidemic we are forced to face but
as with all things good or bad, it will pass. I hope that we can continue forward
with our gatherings ASAP and help to enrich our fraternity. I am looking
forward to our Gramd Masters “One Day Class” on May 9th as McKinley Lodge
has again been awarded the 2nd section of the Master Mason Degree. Looking
back on this occasion, I was a member of this class years ago and I could have
never imagined, at that time, I would some day be the Brother portraying King
Solomon for a future class of Brethren! I find this to be an honor and I know as
a collective group Wm. McKinley Lodge will make the 21st Masonic District
both happy and proud.

Please brethren, take all necessary precautions to stay healthy as I want to see
all of you here in lodge in the future! Remember according to our By-laws, there
will be no Stated Meeting on Good
Friday, April 10th. Let’s get ready for
some warmer weather and some
great evenings together!

Fraternally,
David Perry, Worshipful Master
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TRESTLE BOARD

Trinity Lodge No. 710, F. & A. M.

Visit our web site at: www.cantonfreemasons.com

Ron W. Haslam (330) 704-2767 ........... W.M.
John W. Haslam (330) 705-6903 ......... S.W.
Chris G.Kinback Sr. (330) 413-3496 ....... J.W.
Steve S. DeNayer (330) 949-3485 .......... Sec.
Dennis P. Moriarty (330) 479-9722 ........ Tyler

Mailing address:
836 Market Ave. North

Canton, OH 44702-1021Ron W. Haslam, W. M.

Wed., April 1 – April Fools Day
Thurs., April 2, 7:30 p.m. - Stated Meeting
Sun., April 5, thru Sun., April 12 - Holy Week
Sun., April 12 - Easter Sunday
Thurs., April 16, 7:30 p.m. - Stated Meeting
Wed., April 22 – Earth Day
Fri., April 24 – Arbor Day

Hello Brethren! Spring is upon us. The weather is beginning to get nicer.
Trinity No. 710 had its Inspection on March 5th; as Master, I would like to thank
all who came to show their support. I appreciate all of the Brethren’s dedication
and hard work preparing to make the Inspection such a great success. A special
thank you to Cindy Haslam, Tiffany Kinback, and Kathy Haslam for preparing
and serving the dinner, it was greatly appreciated.

Thank you all who were able to travel to Clarington No.597 in the 18th District
to support our Brethren on their Inspection. It is heart warming to see all of the
support we are able to give to our fellow lodges.

The Dyslexia Center held its Sock Hop on February 29th. It was great to see
the overwhelming support from lodges as well as the outpouring support from
all who attended. In coming years, I would like to see Trinity 710 have as many
attending as possible in support this wonderful cause. It was a great time.

Prayers to all ailing and distressed Brethren, Service men/women, and First
Responders! It was a tragedy that Tennessee endured with the multiple tornados
that caused so much devastation. Please keep them in your thoughts.

Brotherhood: “Masons come from all walks of life. We are plumbers,
professionals, salesman and CEO’s. We are fathers, uncles, and sons. We are
also brothers. When you become a Mason, you become part of a brotherhood
of men committed to family, engaged in ongoing personal growth and
providing care for others and families in need. While our backgrounds and
interests may be diverse, what binds us together are shared values and a desire
to have fun, do good and build bonds that last a lifetime.”

Wishing all a Happy Easter!
Ron Haslam, Worshipful Master
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TRESTLE BOARD

Thomas Richards PM (440) 554-3460 ................. Monarch
Gary Gruber PM (330) 361-2077 .................. Chief Justice
Eddie Kee (330) 354-3156 ............. Master of Ceremonies
David A. McIntyre P.M. (330) 605-2434 ............ Sec./Treas

Nazir Grotto, M.O.V.P.E.R.
The Home of Fellowship and the Red Carpet Hospitality

Visit our web site at: www.cantonfreemasons.com

E-mail: nazirgrotto123@gmail.com
Mailing Address

Nazir Grotto: C/O  David A. McIntyre
500 Carnwise Street S.W.

Canton, OH 44706Thomas Richards, Monarch

Wed., April 1 – April Fools Day
Sat., April 4 - Ceremonial at Amrou Grotto, Zanesville
Tues., April 7, 7:30 p.m. - Daughters of Mokanna Stated Meeting
Wed., April 8, 5:30 p.m. – Social Hour
                        6:15 p.m. – Dinner Served
                        7:00 p.m. - Nazir Grotto Stated Meeting, New Start Time
Fri. April 10 - Good Friday
Sun. April 12 - Easter Sunday
Wed., April 22 – Earth Day
Fri., April 24 – Arbor Day
Fri. thru Sun., May 1 thru May 3 - O.G.A. Spring Meeting,
                                                        Singara Grotto, Sandusky

From the Monarch
Hello Prophets! It’s good to be back! We need as many Prophets to attend our

meetings as possible. We have major items to discuss and we need your
input. The items to discuss are too lengthy to write about. Hope to see you on
the 8th of April.

The Officers and I wish everyone a Happy Easter.
Yours in Good Fellowship,
Tom Richards, PM, Monarch

FORMET-CLEVENGER

& GORDON
Funeral Home

456-4766

1803 North Cleveland Ave.
Canton, Ohio

E.Spencer Gordon
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TRESTLE BOARD

Canton Chapter No. 84, Royal Arch Masons

Ty Youngman (330 204-1530 ....... High Priest
Robert H. Wiley (330) 388-4546 ................. King
Russ G. Myers Jr. (330) 401-4080 .................. Scribe
Steve S. DeNayer (330) 949-3485 ......... Secretary

Mailing address:
2180 Zircon St NE

Canton, OH 44721-1737

Visit our web site at: www.cantonfreemasons.com
Ty Youngman, High Priest

Wed., April 1 – April Fools Day
Sun., April 5 – Palm Sunday
Wed., April 8 – Passover
Fri., April 10, – Good Friday
Sun., April 12 - Easter
Tues., April 21, 7:00 p.m. – Stated Meeting
Wed., April 22 - Earth Day
Fri., April 24 – Arbor Day

Greetings Companions! Our Inspection has passed and I want to thank
everyone who came out and supported Canton Chapter. I am still working on
and trying to plan a Chapter Table Lodge. As soon as it gets completed, I will
be sure to inform all of you. If you know of any Companions who have not
visited us in awhile, please invite them back. We would love to see them again
soon.

Ty Youngman, High Priest

The Bulletin Staff recognizes and sympathizes with you when the Masonic
Bulletin is delivered every month reminding you of a departed loved one. We
try our very best to eliminate this displeasure. Although trying our best, it is
impossible to remove deceased brethrens name especially if they are not known
or reported to us in a timely manner. Also reporting with a misspelled sir name
becomes a real problem. You may have no idea how many “Smith’s”, Jones’
and Snyder’s there are in the 101 year old mailing list. Even a first name search
does not yield results most times. We need proper spelling and general
locations to be sure we remove the
correct entry. The best and safest way
is to remove the back cover of the
Bulletin with the address printed on it
and send that with your request. This
is also a safest way to change your
address when necessary.   Staff

Bulletin Mailing List Corrections!
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TRESTLE BOARD

Canton Council No. 35, Royal & Select Masons

Robert H.Wiley (330) 388-4546 ................... Master
Dave Newkirk, (330) 209-2069 .............. Deputy Master
Ty Youngman (330 204-1530 .............  Principal Conductor
Steve S. DeNayer (330) 949-3485 ................. Recorder

Visit our web site at: www.cantonfreemasons.com

                      Mailing Address:
2180 Zircon St. NE

Canton, OH 44721-1737
Robert H. Wiley, Master

Wed., April 1 – April Fools Day
Sun., April 5 – Palm Sunday
Wed., April 8 – Passover Begins at Sundown
Fri., April 10 – Good Friday
Sun., April 12 – Easter Sunday
Mon., April 13, 7:00 p.m. – Select Excellent Master Degree Review
                                               Union and Bellaire Councils at Bellaire
Mon., April 20, 7:00 p.m. – Royal Master Degree Conferral
Tues., April 21, 7:45 p.m. - Stated Meeting
Wed., April 22, 7:00 p.m. – Select Excellent Master Degree Review
                                           Canton and Loyal Councils at Canton
Mon., April 27, 7:00pm – Select Excellent Master Degree Review
                                           Omega and Keramos Councils at Omega

Greetings Companions! The Inspection was definitely memorable! I would
like to thank all those who took a part in the inspection, as it couldn’t have gone
as smooth without you.

That being said, the Councils are conducting reviews of the Super Excellent
Master Degree, which include our own Council. We will partner with Loyalty
Council. The dates for the other
Councils are listed above.

I hope everyone stays healthy and
has a wonderful Easter!  Please never
forget the reason for the season!

Fraternally,
Bob Wiley, Illustrious Master

Wed., April 15, 7:00 p.m. Canton 60, Master Mason, Ref. After, Herbert, Osborne
Mon., April 20, 7:00 p.m. New Philadelphia 177, Entered Apprentice, Ref., Rhodes, Myers
Tues., April 21, 7:00 p.m. Conrad 271, Entered Apprentice, Ref. After, Herbert, Osborne
Tues., April 28, 7:00 p.m. Barberton 750, Master Mason, Ref, Muehlenbein, Lautzenheiser
Wed., April 29, 7:00 p.m. Wayfarer 789, Master Mason, Ref. After, Rhodes, Wilson

April 21st District Inspection Schedule
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TRESTLE BOARD

Visit our web site at: www.cantonfreemasons.com

Dave Newkirk (330) 209-2069 ....................... Commander
Ty Youngman (330 204-1530 ....................... Generalissimo
Larry Haines (330) 516-1183 .................... Captain General
Randy Hahn Sr. (330) 495-5356 ........................ Recorder

Mailing Address:
836 Market Ave. North

Canton, OH 44702-1021

Canton Commandery No. 38, Knights Templar

Dave Newkirk, Commander

FAIRCREST DOOR
484-6650

Bro. Bill Bird, Owner
$15 discount with this ad on garage door repairs

4001 Cleveland Ave SW
Garage Door Sales and ServiceGarage Door Sales and ServiceGarage Door Sales and ServiceGarage Door Sales and ServiceGarage Door Sales and Service

Sun., April 5 – Palm Sunday
Wed., April 8 – Passover Begins at Sundown
Fri., April 10 - Good Friday
Sun., April 12 – Easter Sunday
Tues., April 21, 8:30 p.m. - Stated Meeting
Wed., April 22 – Earth Day
Fri., April 24 – Arbor Day
Sat., May 9, 9:00 a.m. - Grand Master’s “One Day Class

Happy Easter Sir Knights! By the time you are reading this spring will finally
have arrived. Don’t forget to come out to the York Rite Stated Meeting on April
21st. It starts with Chapter at 7:00 p.m. followed by Council at 7:45 p.m. and
then Commandry at 8:30 p.m. If you haven’t been to a meeting in awhile, please
come out, renew old friendships or make new ones. Circle Saturday, May 9th

on your calendar; we have been
asked to Post Colors at the Grand
Masters “One Day Class” in Canton
at 9:00 a.m. My goal is to have 20 Sir
Knights for this posting.

Dave Newkirk, Commander

HARDWARE, PLUMBING, PAINTS &
ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES

2516  WEST  TUSCARAWAS,   CANTON,  OHIO

Bro. Frank Sekeres     Phone (330) 455-9471
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A Revelation in Lodge Attendance
Another example of: “Telling it like it is.”

Over the past several years, I have written many articles on the sagging
attendance at the meetings of our lodges. Indeed, this is a trend that all
organizations are experiencing rather social, religious or fraternal. It appears
to me there are more people living in this world today than 40 years ago so,
there should be by shear logistics, more people becoming members than in the
past. This does not appear to be the trend and it’s also not possible to embarrass,
threaten or put a guilt trip on those who choose apathy over attendance. All
organizations are failing because the Millenniums are just not joiners like their
parents were, especially their Fathers. That fact alone does not account for all
the empty seats in most lodge rooms. There are a lot of seniors who could attend
lodge if comfortable there. It is reported that the memberships average age is
over 65 years. Well, and this is food for the younger members, I’m there and
can attest for some mental and physical functional changes in the mind and
body as we all grow older. Memory fades but most elderly can remember the
past more vividly than yesterday breakfast. Patience increases and we are more
tolerant of youth and their senseless indifference and mindless mistakes.
Mobility is sometimes a challenge so slowness becomes the norm. Finances are

Continued on page 10

Ahoy Mates! It’s time for our Annual Oyster Lodge. Monday, April 27th

attend Hoover Lodge’s Annual Oyster Lodge and Dinner. Check-in at 5:30
p.m. with dinner at 6:30 p.m. Oyster Lodge will immediately follow at about
7:30 p.m. Attend for an evening of good food, fun, entertainment and
camaraderie! The Grand Master of Masons in Ohio, Most Worshipful Brother
Keith W. Newton will be in attendance; so don’t miss this event! This will not
be a tyled lodge and we, encourage you to invite non-members whom you feel
would make great Masons. Attire for the evening is casual and we encourage
all to wear their favorite Hawaiian shirts. Cost is 20 clams per person payable
at the door ( $20.00 to all landlubbers) with reservations required. Proceeds
after expenses will go to the Special Olympics and ’27 GPA Society (support
RWB Kevin L. Tanner,  21st District). Dinner consist of: Oyster Stew, Fish,
Potatoes, Cole Slaw, Corn Bread, “Bill’s Rice Pudding” and Beverage.

Because of oyster expense, we ask that you call/mail/e-mail your reservation
by April 20th so we may plan efficiently. Make reservation with the number
attending too: Rick L. Miller (330) 353-2947, or e-mail, miller-rick@att.net or
mail reservations to: Rick L. Miller, 2021 Windham St. NE, Canton, Ohio
44721 or: William H. Hoover Lodge No. 770, 805 Orchard Ave. NE, North
Canton, Ohio 44720. And if you don’t like oysters or fish, that’s “O-Kay,”
come join us for some fun in Lodge at 7:30 p.m.

16th Annual Oyster Lodge and Dinner
William H. Hoover Lodge No. 770
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A Revelation in Lodge Attendance
Another example of: “Telling it like it is.”

usually not that difficult because we wisely planned for this time of life. Eye
sight is sometimes a real challenge, as depth perception and peripheral vision
seem to dwindle; and remember, the elderly must face these challenges day by
day alone without any book of instructions as a guide; and yes sometimes it
becomes a real challenge to adapt. Now, skipping over the amazing fact the
seating in most Blue Lodge Rooms were never designed for today’s 21 century
human bodies and are somewhat uncomfortable; one other of the elderly
functions, which I have chosen to mention last, is their ability to hear clearly.
Many of the older brethren worked in large open noisy factory facilities during
their lives with no hearing protection and have suffered some hearing loss.
Some! Way more than others! Over the last few years, I have witnessed many
programs and examination obligations delivered in lodge which may have
been very well executed and which I was unable to appreciate because the
presenters poor presentation, mumbling, not speaking clearly nor loud enough
for the entire lodge to hear; and I’m not the only member to observe this
situation. Others have remarked to me and others about this very same dilemma
even going so far as to expound: “looks like this fellow is afraid some one will
hear him! Boy! It takes more than that to become an officer.” Is it possible that
many an older brethren shun lodge meetings because they are not sure of what’s
going on but are still asked to vote on something they did not fully hear or
understand? Masonry will always adapt itself to changing trends in society.
Even this 101 year old Masonic Bulletin has obliged by raised its print font
level a full point, thereby decreasing the amount of information within, but
making it easier for the brethren to read. My point is, this is a real problem
and we are all guilty and it’s needs to be addressed. No Officer or Brethren, even
Grand Lodge Officers, is immune to its effects. I suggest if you have something
to say, say it lout enough that it is not a secret from half the lodge room. Even
the P.A. system is of little use if the speaker mumbles into the microphone when
used. Ask if everyone can hear and please stop confusing and embarrassing
those who have this problem but are polite enough to not stand and ask for those
speaking to talk louder or clarify their statement.

Think what you will about this “tell it like it is” article but remember; many
an older Brother has donated many years and many dollars to this fraternity in
hopes of preserving a place where our future generations have a facility to
enjoy and appreciate as we have; only to be shutout of lodge business because
of natural hearing difficulties. Witnessing empty seats and sloppy du-guards
and signs is enough for the 50 year member to endure. Public speaking failures
should not be part of his folly! And yes! I’m sorry to say, this at long last needed
to be said!

Your Editor, Bobel

Continued from page 9
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The Lost Symbol” and the Freemasons: 8 Myths Decoded
By: Brian Handwerk for National Geographic News September 15, 2009

Novelist Dan Brown’s new book, The Lost Symbol, is doing for the
Freemasons what its predecessor, The Da Vinci Code, did for the Catholic
Church’s “Opus Dei” showering new fame and new fictions, on a brotherhood
that’s already catnip for conspiracy theories.

National Treasure: Freemasons, Fact, and Fiction  Washington, D.C., Quiz.
No Gospel in Dan Brown’s Da Vinci Code Claims, Scholars Say!
Since long before The Lost Symbol, Freemasons have been accused of

everything from conspiring with extraterrestrials to practicing sexual deviancy
to engaging in occult rituals to running the world, or trying to end it. Detractors
include global conspiracy theorists and religious organizations, including the
Catholic Church.

The Lost Symbol isn’t likely to squelch any rumors, beginning as it does with
a wine-filled skull, bejeweled power brokers, and a dark Masonic Temple steps
away from the White House.

But what if Freemasons, the world’s largest international secret society, are
just a bunch of guys into socializing, non-satanic rituals, self-improvement and
community service?

To separate Freemason fact from Lost Symbol-style myth, National
Geographic News went inside the centuries-old order with two Masons and a
historian of the ancient Christian order from which some claim the Masons
sprang in the 17th or 18th century.

FREEMASON MYTH No. 1
Masonic Symbols Are Everywhere! It’s true that Masonic symbols are

anything but lost, said Freemason and historian Jay Kinney, author of the newly
released Masonic Myth. Freemasonry is rich in symbols, and many are
ubiquitous. Think of the pentagram, or five-pointed star, or the “all-seeing eye”
in the Great Seal of the United States. But most Masonic symbols aren’t unique
to Freemasonry, Kinney said. “I view the Masonic use of symbols as a grab bag
taken from here, there, and everywhere,” he said. “Masonry employs them in
its own fashion.” The pentagram, for example, is much older than Freemasonry
and acquired its occult overtones only in the 19th and 20th centuries, hundreds
of years after the Masons had adopted the symbol. Likewise, the all-seeing eye
saw its way to the Great Seal, and the U.S. dollar bill by way of artist Pierre Du
Simitiere, a non-Mason. The eye represents divine guidance of the U.S. ship of
state, or as Secretary of the U.S. Congress Charles Thompson put it in 1782, it
alludes “to the many signal interpositions of providence in favor of the
American cause.” There was one known Mason on the committee to design the
seal, Benjamin Franklin. His proposed design was eyeless, and rejected.

FREEMASON MYTH No. 2
Masons Descend From the Knights Templar! Much has been made of the

Freemasons purported lineage to the Knights Templar. The powerful military
and religious order was established to protect medieval pilgrims to the Holy

Continued on page 14
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Land and dissolved by Pope Clement V, under pressure of King Phillip IV of
France, in 1312. After modern Masonry appeared in the 17th or 18th century
Britain, some Freemasons claimed to have acquired the secrets of the Templars
and adopted Templar symbols and terminology. For example: naming certain
levels of Masonic hierarchy after Templar degrees.  “But those [Knights
Templar] degrees and Masonic orders had no historic connection with the
original Knights Templar,” Kinney explained. “These are myths or symbolic
figures that were used by the Masons. But because the association had been
made with these degrees, and the degrees had perpetuated themselves, after a
time it began to look like there had been a connection.” Helen Nicholson,
author of The Knights Templar: A New History, agrees that there is no
possibility that Freemasons are somehow descended from the Knights
Templar. By the time of the first Masons, the Cardiff University historian said,
“there were no more Templars.”

FREEMASON MYTH No. 3
Masons Are Hiding Templar Treasure! One of the Templar-Mason theory’s

many veins suggests that some Templars survived the order’s 14th century
destruction by taking refuge in Scotland, where they hid a fabulous treasure
beneath Rosslyn Chapel, as seen in The Da Vinci Code. The treasure and the
Templar tradition, were eventually passed down to the founders of
Freemasonry as the story goes. In fact, there was Templar treasure, Nicholson
said, but it ended up in other hands long ago. “The most likely reason the
Templars were dissolved is that the king wanted their money. The King of
France was bankrupt and the Templars had lots of ready cash.”

FREEMASON MYTH No. 4
Washington, D.C.’s Streets Form Giant Masonic Symbols! It’s long been

suggested that powerful Freemasons embedded Masonic symbols in the
Washington, D.C., street plan designed mainly by Frenchman Pierre L’Enfant
in 1791. The Lost Symbol is expected to prominently feature “Masonic
mapping,” detecting pentagrams and other symbols by connecting the dots
among landmarks. Pre-release clues released by author Dan Brown, for
example, include GPS coordinates for Washington landmarks. “Individually,
Masons had a role in building the White House, in building and designing
Washington, D.C.,” said Mark Tabbert, director of collections at the George
Washington Masonic Memorial in Alexandria, Virginia. “And small scale
Masonic symbols can be found throughout the city, as they can in most U.S.
cities.” But there’s no Masonic message in the city’s street plan, Tabbert said.
For starters, Pierre L’Enfant wasn’t a Mason. And, Tabbert asked, why would
Masons go to the trouble of laying out a street grid to match their symbols?
“There has to be a reason for doing such a thing,” said Tabbert, himself a
Mason. “Dan Brown will find one, because he writes fiction. But there isn’t
one.”

The Lost Symbol” and the Freemasons: 8 Myths Decoded
Continued from page 13

Continued in May Masinuc Bulletin
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TRESTLE BOARD

Masters, Wardens & Deacons
Association of Stark County

Sat., April 11, 8:00 a.m. - Free Will
                  Breakfast, Hoover Lodge
             9:00 a.m. Monthly Meeting
Wed., April 15, 7:00 p.m. - Canton
         Inspection, Refreshments After

MARTELET RENTALS
Housing with Understanding

330-492-3689

If it can be avoided,
I would strongly advise

not Getting old!

Sunset Hills Burial Plots
FOR SALE

Masonic Section No. 5: Spaces 1 & 2
Near East Chair!

Current Value $3895.00  - Asking Price
$1500.00

  Cell - 614-207-3277  Message “O-Kay”

Greetings to all Master, Wardens
and Deacons and Greetings Brothers!
Our scheduled meeting will be April
11th at Hoover Lodge. A free will
breakfast will be offered before the
meeting starting at 8:00 a.m. and the
meeting will start at 9:00 a.m. We are
still in discussions to ascertain if the
picnic in its present form will be
continued or not because of time and
participation from the other county
associations. Now on the off chance
you are not aware of the meetings or
what all we do, please remember that
the meetings are open to all Stark,
Summit and Tuscarawas county
Masons. My contact information is as
follows cell (330) 204-1530 e-mail
ty_youngman@yahoo.com. Look-
ing forward to improved participa-
tion and growing our fraternal bonds.

Ty Youngman, President
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